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Your telegrams Nos. 1714 ^and 1715: Laos. 

The Prime Minister's messcg^w^s delivered to the White 
House this morning. 'TV 

2. The President telephoned this evening to say that this 
message raised most vital issues. Certain passages in it were 
not clear to him hut suggested that there might he a serious 
difference of view between the United Kingdom and United States 
on future action. In view of the imminence of the S.E.A.T.O. 
meeting and of the disastrous effect it would have on the Russian 
response to our latest communication if any word got around that 
there were differences between our two countries, the President 
thought it essential to clear away any possible misunderstandings. 
He would therefore like to take advantage of the offer in the 
last sentence of the Prime Minister's message and suggests that 
he should meet the Prime Minister on Sunday at Key West in 
Florida. He said he could easily adapt his plans to go to 

Key West on Sunday and hoped this would be possible for the 
Prime Minister without undue inconvenience, 

t 

3. After my telephone conversation with the President, 

Mr. Bohlen came to see me to explain what was on the President s 
mind. He said that .whilst the President understood, although 

he did not necessarily share, the Prime Minister s desire to avoid 
a S.E.A.T.O. operation, he was not entirely clear as to what the 
Prime Minister was suggesting as an alternative. Were we 
suggesting that the United States should go it alone?' Or were 
we thinking rather in terms of "a joint United States/United Kingdom 
operation (on a strict analogy with the Lebanon- Jordan operation)? 
And supposing the United States did take military action exactly 
what form of support could they expect to receive from the 
United Kingdom and the Commonwealth? The President felt that we 
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were faced with vital decisions and it was essential that in 
taking them the United States and United Kingdom should he 
absolutely at one and that our policies should be completely 
aligned before the S.E.A.T.O. meeting opened on Monday. Hence 
he would greatly welcome the opportunity of a discussion with the 

Prime Minister th^s weekend. 

1. If the Prime Minister accepts the President's 
invitation, the publicity line which the White House are 
thinking of following would be that in view of the gravity 
of the situation in Laos and the fact that the Prime Minister 
was within two hours flying distance of Florida, the 
President considered it useful to have an exchange of views 
with the Prime Minister before the S.E.A.T.O. meeting. They 
I would, deny any suggestion that the meeting was being held 

because we had received an answer from the Russians. 

5. I hope it will be possible for the Prime Minister 
to let us know his answer tomorrow morning. 

[Note by Communications Department. This telegram has 
been repeated to Trinidad (for Prime Minister) , Karachi (for 
Secretary. of State) and Bangkok on Resident Clerk's instructions] 
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